Imaging diagnosis of abdominal and pelvic sarcomas.
Sarcomas of the abdomen and pelvis are rare malignant mesenchymal neoplasms that often remain undiagnosed until they attain large size. Complete tumour resection is associated with improved patient survival. Detection and delineation of the tumour, its extent and its relationship with surrounding tissues are important for surgical planning. Radiography, barium studies, and intravenous urography are of limited value in the imaging diagnosis of abdominal and pelvic sarcomas. Ultrasound is sensitive for detecting neoplasms larger than 6 cm. Computed tomography is useful for detection, defining extent, and predicting resectability of the primary tumour, evaluation of response to treatment, and detecting recurrence and metastasis. Sarcomas are predominantly large, poorly demarcated, heterogeneous masses of muscle density with haemorrhage or necrosis.